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Nicole M. Torres-Ripple, Esq.

In-House Counsel, NMI Settlement Fund

Nicole M. Torres-Ripple is In-House Counsel for the
NMI Settlement Fund. Prior to joining the
Settlement Fund in 2016, she served as the law clerk
to the Honorable Alexandro C. Castro, Chief Justice
of the CNMI Supreme Court, for over two years.
Nicole is admitted to practice law in the Northern
Mariana Islands and the U.S. District Court for the
Northern Mariana Islands.

Nicole earned her B.A. from the University of San
Francisco, summa cum laude, and obtained her J.D.
at the University of Hawai`i Richardson School of

Law, while concurrently receiving a Native Hawaiian Law Certificate. In law
school, Nicole was a legal research assistant to University of Hawai`i Law
Professor Melody K. MacKenzie, research assistant at the Office of Hawaiian
Affairs Public Policy Department, and judicial intern at the CNMI Supreme
Court.

Nicole is a member of the CNMI Bar Association Board of Directors and chairs
the ad hoc bylaws committee. She previously served as the coordinator for the
Judiciary Summer Pre-law Program, Judiciary Mock Trial Academy, Law and
the Freshman Legislator Seminar, and high school mock trial competition, and
as a high school mock trial coach and juror.

Nicole grew up in Gualo Rai, Saipan, and graduated high school from Grace
Christian Academy. She is married to James W. K. Ripple, PE, and they share
three rambunctious dogs.


